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Beneficial Use of Dredge Material for 
Tampa Bay Bottom Habitat Restoration 
Executive Summary 
Over the past several years, Tampa BayWatch has been working with the multitude of 
restoration agencies and organizations to identity future habitat restoration sites. Within 
this process, the Tampa Bay community identified the need to have prioritized habitat 
restoration sites that can be manipulated to reflect the different agency priorities for 
restoration. Tampa BayWatch and the Habitat Restoration Coordinating Committee 
developed the database of restoration sites and, with the technical support of the Florida 
Marine Research Institute, built a series of ArcView Geographic Information System (GIS) 
based reference fields for each site. A restoration matrix, distributed to restoration 
partners on CD, was then generated for the sites that can be manipulated in ArcExplorer. 
"Prioritizing Habitat Restoration Sites in the Tampa Bay Region" GIS matrix focused on 
coastal marsh or tributary restoration type projects, currently the concentration of most 
habitat restoration activities in Tampa Bay today. 
As regional population growth and property values climb, available lands to dispose of 
dredge material is also at a premium. Clean dredge material from shipping channel 
expansion or maintenance activities may be of suitable quality to represent a valuable 
resource. Tampa BayWatch developed the foLLowing bay-wide survey of subtidal and 
adjacent upland borrow areas that could be filled back in to natural elevation to help meet 
our established habitat restoration goals in Tampa Bay. The site List wiLL be further refined 
by the Habitat Restoration Coordinating Committee for inclusion into the "Prioritizing 
Habitat Restoration Sites in the Tampa Bay Region" GIS matrix. 
Background 
The Port of Tampa has become one of the nation's three largest ports, behind New York 
and Valdez, Alaska. Over 4,000 vessels transship commodities through Port Tampa, Port 
Manatee, and related facilities annually. Movement of these ships through the bay is 
accomplished by a 40-miLe long system of deep water channels, which are maintained for 
navigation by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACOE). Regular dredging of these 
channels and port facilities by the USACOE and the Tampa Port Authority is necessary to 
overcome both sediment deposition and Tampa Bay's natural average depth of 12 feet. 
This routine dredging is expected to generate between 1.3 and 1.5 million cubic yards of 
spoil material annuaLLy (TBEP, 1996). Additional spoil, possibly as much as 1.3 million cubic 
yards, is expected to be generated by port and turning basin enlargement activities that 
may be undertaken in the next five years. Disposal of this material after dredging is a 
major issue of concern, both for the dredging authorities and for Tampa Bay's many 
ecosystems that could be impacted by improper spoil disposaL. Clean spoil can be used as 
fill material for historic borrow pits that have been excavated from the bay - an aLL too 
common practice in the mid 1900's. 
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The Tampa Bay National Estuary Program, in its 1996 publication "Charting the Course: The 
Comprehensive Conservation and Management Plan for Tampa Bay," sought to address this 
issue with Action Plan DR-1: Dredging and Dredged Material Management. The Action Plan 
calls for a bay-wide coordinated effort to assess the need for disposal, and to develop plans 
for beneficial uses of spoil material. Though not explicitly mentioned, habitat restoration 
along the bay bottom may be one such use. 
Tampa BayWatch Inc., a 501 (c) (3) non-profit environmental stewardship organization, 
exists for the scientific and charitable purpose of protecting, monitoring and restoring 
Tampa Bay. Toward these ends, Tampa BayWatch has undertaken a survey of Tampa Bay 
bottom dredge holes and borrow pits adjacent to the bay. This survey could potentially 
identify locations where beneficial habitat restoration could occur, using the spoil material 
generated by dredging activities. All of the sites referenced will require detailed analysis 
to ensure that the site is appropriate to receive spoil material and that there is support 
among the community to accomplish each restoration effort. 
Borrow Area Survey 
In all, 29 subtidal borrow areas and upland borrow sites near the coast were identified as 
potential projects for further evaluation. Some of the borrow areas described have more 
than one pit, but are counted as one area. The survey included 21 subtidal sites and eight 
upland areas adjacent to the bay. Tables 1. (Hillsborough County), 2. (Manatee County), 
and 3. (Pinellas County) identify each site name that corresponds to the map on Figure 1a, 
1 b, 2 and 3 that identify the locations of each borrow feature. 
Eleven of the sites were selected for further evaluation, including: 
• Cypress Point Dredge Hole 
• Mac Dill AFB Runway Extension Dredge Hole 
• Mac Dill AFB Beach Dredge Hole 
• Mac Dill AFB Docks Dredge Hole 
• MacKay Bay Dredge Cuts 
• Cockroach Bay Shell Pits - North 
• Terra Ceia Bay Upland Borrow Pit 
• Maximo Upland Borrow Pit 
• North Shore Beach 
• Shore Acres Dredge Hole, and 
• North East St. Petersburg Pits 1,2,3,4 
A brief description of each site is included in the text, with contact information where 
available. The 11 sites were selected due to their location, potential for restoration, 
active projects under development, public safety issues and proximity to a source of fill 
material. Again, the survey is intended to be a starting point. All sites will require an 
extensive evaluation, including opportunities for public input, before restoration plans can 
move forward. 
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Table 1. Dredge Hole and Borrow Area Survey for Hillsborough 
County, Divided by Borrow Area Type. 
SUBTIDAL BORROW AREAS 
1. Bay Point Dredge Hole 
2. Rocky Point East Dredge Hole 
3. Cypress Point Dredge Hole 
4. Culbreath Bayou North Channel 
5. Georgetown Dredge Hole 
6. Westinghouse Turning Basin 
7. MacDili AFB Runway Extension Dredge Hole 
8. MacDili AFB Beach Dredge Hole 
9. MacDili AFB Docks Dredge Hole 
10. McKay Bay Dredge Cuts 
11 . Whiskey Stump Key Holes 
UPLAND BORROW AREAS NEAR THE COAST 
4. Cockroach Bay Shell Pits - North and South 
5. TECO Rock Ponds 
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Figure 1A. Dredge and Borrow Areas in in Hillsborough County, Northern Part 
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Figure 1B. Dredge and Borrow Areas in in Hillsborough County, Southern Pan 
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Table 2. Dredge Hole and Borrow Area Survey for Manatee 
County, Divided by Borrow Area Type. 
SUBTIDAL BORROW AREAS 
12. Skyway Causeway South Hole 
UPLAND BORROW AREAS NEAR THE COAST 
6. Port Manatee Upland Pits 
7. Terra Ceia Bay Upland Borrow Pit 
8. Manatee River Dolomite Pit 
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Figure 2. Dredge and Borrow Areas in Manatee County. 
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Table 3. Dredge Hole and Borrow Area Survey for 
Pinellas County, Divided by Borrow Area Type. 
SUBTIDAL BORROW AREAS 
13. Ft. DeSoto Dredge Cuts 
14. Northshore Beach 
15. Shore Acres dredge hole 
16. Venetian Isles South 
17. Snug Harbor West Dredge Cut 
18. Gandy Channel North 
19. Howard Frankland Causeway Cuts South 
20. Big Island Cut and Dredge Hole 
21. St. Pete/Clearwater Airport East 1 and 2 
UPLAND BORROW AREAS NEAR THE COAST 
1. Maximo Pit 
2. Northeast St. Pete Pits 1, 2 and 3 
3. Booth Point Pits 
Figure 3. Dredge and Borrow Areas in Pinellas County. 
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Cypress Point Dredge Hole 
PARCEL SIZE (acres): 10 PROJECT SIZE (acres): 60-80,000 yrd3 
SUBMERGED LAND OWNER: COUNTY: Hillsborough 
LOCATION: west of Cypress Point Park, Tampa, East side of Upper Tampa Bay 
COOPERATOR CONTACT I PH. #: Jim Valentine, City of Tampa Parks 
Department, 813-931-2628 
Site Conditions: 
--NATURAL--
Seagrass Beds 
--DISTURBED--
Dredge Hole 
Restored Park Shore line 
Restoration Potential: 
%Coverage 
100 
%Coverage 
75 
25 
1) Proximity to Fill Material: No close source 
Approx. acreage 
25 
Approx. acreage 
10 
3-5 
2) Freshwater Input: Run-off from park & restored marsh; tidal creeks north 
and south of area 
3) Accessibility: Easy from land and water 
4) Potential Difficulties: Movement of fill to site, preserving completed park 
construction / restoration activities 
Summary: 
Cypress Point is a bay fill in Upper Tampa Bay that was created by dredging 
offshore bay bottom and using the fill to create a large upland fill pad on the 
fringe of the bay north of the Howard Frankland Bridge. The large subtidal pit 
that was dredged offshore to create the fill area causes increased erosion along 
the shoreline. 
The City of Tampa Parks Department and Hillsborough County have purchased 
Cypress Point. The City of Tampa is coordinating park development and 
restoration of the uplands. The potential exists to fill in the dredge hole to 
reduce a public hazard to future swimmers along the beach and support 
subtidal habitat restoration efforts. Construction rubble has been proposed in 
the past to provide hard bottom habitats for fishing and to reduce shoreline 
erosion. 
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Mac Dill AFB Runway Extension Dredge Hole 
PARCEL SIZE (acres): 15 - 20 PROJECT SIZE (acres): 15 
SUBMERGED LAND OWNER: Mac Dill, TPA COUNTY: Hillsborough 
LOCATION: Southwest end of Mac Dill AFB, Gadsden POint, Tampa 
COOPERATOR CONTACT I PH. #: Bill Fonferek, US ACOE, 904-232-2803 
Site Conditions: 
--NATURAL--
Sandy Bottom 
Fringing Seagrass Beds 
--DISTURBED--
Mac Dill AFB Runway Extension 
Dredge Hole 
Restoration Potential: 
%Coverage 
75 
25 
%Coverage 
50 
50 
Approx. acreage 
50 + 
15-20 
Approx. acreage 
20 
15-20 
1) Proximity to Fill Material: Close to Ports, Tampa Ship Channel and Cut G. 
2) Freshwater Input: Air Force Base runoff and tidal creeks 
3) Accessibility: Easily by water 
4) Potential Difficulties: Recreational fisheries use, Air Force permission, 
protecting adjacent seagrasses 
Summary 
The Mac Dill AFB runway extension dredge hole was created when the Air Force 
Base lengthened their main runway out into Tampa Bay. The fill material for 
the extension was dredged from a nearby seagrass flat. When the Air Force 
Base was considering closing Mac Dill around 1990 the Reuse Committee 
evaluated pushing the runway extension back into the dredge hole. Most of the 
reuse plans called for keeping the runway in place and restoration was shelved. 
However, since the dredge hole is close to Cut G (the lateral ship channel that 
runs to Port Tampa in Upper Tampa Bay), maintenance dredging material could 
be placed in the runway extension hole over a period of time. Cut G runs 
perpendicular to the natural currents of the bay and requires more frequent 
maintenance. Currently, the ACOE has a permit to fill a small portion of the 
dredge hole as one of their first beneficial use projects in Tampa Bay. Local 
fishermen use the area in the wintertime as fish congregate in deeper holes. 
Allowances could be made for fishermen by allowing a portion of the dredge 
hole to remain deeper or creating a series of mounds that would provide 
greater edge effect for fisheries. 
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Mac Dill AFB Beach Dredge Hole 
PARCEL SIZE (acres): 5-7 PROJECT SIZE (acres): 5-7 
SUBMERGED LAND OWNER: USAF, TPA COUNTY: Hillsborough 
LOCATION: South of Mac Dill AFB Recreational Beach, Interbay Peninsula 
COOPERATOR CONTACT I PH. #: Bill Fonferek, US ACOE, 904-232-2803, Mac 
Dill AFB 
Site Conditions: 
--NATURAL--
Sandy Bottom 
Seagrasses 
Mangrove shore 
--DISTURBED--
Mac Dill Beach 
Parking & Marina Facilities 
Restoration Potential: 
%Coverage 
99 
1 
%Coverage 
45 
55 
Approx. acreage 
30 
100 + 
100 + 
Approx. acreage 
3 
5 
1) Proximity to Fill Material: Main Ship Channel, Cut G to Port Tampa 
2) Freshwater Input: Numerous adjacent tidal creeks 
3) Accessibility: Easily accessible from bay; land accessible from beach; small 
boat access from AFB Marina 
4) Potential Difficulties: Air Force approval; obtaining fill; protecting adjacent 
seagrass beds 
Summary: 
The recreational beach at Mac Dill Air Force Base was created by dredging 
offshore bay bottom sands and using the fill to create the beach. This was a 
fairly common practice during the mid 1900's around the bay. The large 
offshore dredge hole remains and could potentially create a public safety 
hazard as people wade offshore and into rapidly increasing water depth. 
Fill material from maintenance or new dredging of the adjacent ship channels 
could be used to fill in the dredge hole offshore of the beach. Clean fill 
material could also be used to fill a portion of the dredged tidal creeks (Coon 
Hammock and Broad Creek) adjacent to the bay at the same time. 
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Mac Dill AFB Docks Dredge Hole 
PARCEL SIZE (acres): 2-10 PROJECT SIZE (acres): 2-6 
SUBMERGED LAND OWNER: USAF, TPA COUNTY: Hillsborough 
LOCATION: NE Side Mac Dill AFB, Tampa, West Side of Hillsborough Bay 
COOPERATOR CONTACT / PH. #: Mac Dill AFB, US ACOE, TPA 
Site Conditions: 
--NATURAL--
Sandy Bottom 
Fringing Seagrass 
--DISTURBED--
Dredge Area 
Adjacent roads, docks, buildings 
Restoration Potential: 
%Coverage 
99% 
1% 
%Coverage 
95 
5 
Approx. acreage 
30-40 
1-2 
Approx. acreage 
2-10 
2 
1) Proximity to Fill Material: Main ship channel very close, located on west 
side of Hillsborough Bay 
2) Freshwater Input: Stormwater runoff & 1 drainage pipe @ north end of site 
3) Accessibility: Easily by water & land from AFB 
4) Potential Difficulties: Air Force permission 
Summary: 
Along the eastern shoreline of Mac Dill AFB there are a number of historic 
dredge cuts to facilitate larger boat access to piers and turning basins at the 
shore. The piers are rarely used for larger vessels and in many areas the 
dredge cuts are oversized. 
Since the area is near the main ship channel entering Tampa Port, several of 
these dredge cuts could be filled to natural existing grades with clean material. 
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MacKay Bay Dredge Cuts 
PARCEL SIZE (acres): 30 PROJECT SIZE (acres): 20-30 
SUBMERGED LAND OWNER: Tampa Port Authority COUNTY: Hillsborough 
LOCATION: South of peninsula @ north end of MacKay Bay, Tampa 
COOPERATOR CONTACT I PH. #: Tampa Port Authority, City of Tampa, 
SWFWMO-SWIM, US ACOE 
Site Conditions: 
--NATURAL--
Fringing mangrove shoreline 
Undredged bottom 
--DISTURBED--
Dredge Hole 
Restoration Potential: 
%Coverage 
30 
30 
%Coverage 
40 
Approx. acreage 
10 
10 
Approx. acreage 
30 
1) Proximity to Fill Material: Reasonably close to port and navigation dredging 
activities, must go under 22nd Avenue Bridge 
2) Freshwater Input: Palm River; storm drainage from upper MacKay Bay 
3) Accessibility: Easily by water 
4) Potential Difficulties: must go under 22nd Avenue Bridge 
Summary 
Large subtidal dredge channels were excavated to allow construction 
equipment to access the Palm River/Tampa Bypass Canal for major drainage 
improvements. The Palm River was designed to receive much higher 
freshwater flows than it currently receives. Restoration by filling the large 
subtidal dredge cuts should not impede floodwaters from the Palm River while 
restoring natural water depths in this important area near downtown Tampa. 
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Cockroach Bay Shell Pits - North 
PARCEL SIZE (acres): 25-30 PROJECT SIZE (acres): 15-20 
SUBMERGED LAND OWNER: Hillsborough County COUNTY: Hillsborough 
LOCATION: Cockroach Bay Aquatic Preserve, Ruskin, FL 
COOPERATOR CONTACT / PH. #: Richard Sullivan, Hillsborough County Parks 
and Recreation (813) 671-n54, Brandt Henningsen, SWFWMD-SWIM (813) 985-
7481, FDEP Aquatic Preserve 
Site Conditions: 
--NATURAL--
Mangrove Islands/Fringe 
--DISTU RB ED--
Shell Pit 
Perimeter Road 
Restoration Potential: 
%Coverage 
5 
%Coverage 
90 
5 
Approx. acreage 
2-3 
Approx. acreage 
25-27 
2-3 
1) Proximity to Fill Material: Close to Port Manatee & Tampa Ship Channel 
Dredging 
2) Freshwater Input: Runoff & minimal adjacent creek overflow 
3) Accessibility: Easily by road 
4) Potential Difficulties: Amount of material required; moving material to site; 
Summary: 
The Ruskin area of Hillsborough County has a number of large borrow pits 
where fossilized oyster shell material was removed primarily as a source for 
road bed construction material. Cockroach Bay Aquatic Preserve has a number 
of these shell pits that have been targeted for coastal restoration by the 
SWFWMD - SWIM Program and Hillsborough County. 
Since the pits are generally deep from mining operations, a large quantity of 
fill is often necessary to raise elevations into the tidal range. Expansion of the 
Port Manatee turning basin and channel has been discussed as a source of 
material for the Cockroach Bay pits. 
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Terra Ceia Bay Upland Borrow Pit 
PARCEL SIZE (acres): 15-20 PROJECT SIZE (acres): 15-20 
SUBMERGED LAND OWNER: unknown COUNTY: Manatee 
LOCATION: E of Terra Ceia Bay, S of 1-275, West of U.s. 41 
COOPERATOR CONTACT I PH. #: new site, SWFWMD-SWIM, Manatee County, 
FDEP Aquatic Preserves 
Site Conditions: 
--NATURAL--
Coastal Forrest &: 
Upland Pasture Fringe 
·-DISTURBED--
Shell Pit 
Restoration Potential: 
%Coverage 
10 
%Coverage 
90 
Approx. acreage 
2 
Approx. acreage 
15-20 
1) Proximity to Fill Material: None close, no water access, may require 
trucking 
2) Freshwater Input: Runoff and stormwater diversions 
3) Accessibility: Easily by road 
4) Potential Difficulties: Adjacent property owners cooperation; bringing fill 
material to site; 
Summary: 
A large dredge borrow pit adjacent to the Terra Ceia Bay Aquatic Preserve. 
The borrow pit potentially could be filled to coastal habitat elevations and 
connected to the Aquatic Preserve to receive and treat upland stormwater 
runoff prior to entering the bay. The borrow pit could also be designed to 
provide oligohaline habitat zones that are established as high priority for 
Tampa Bay by the Tampa Bay Estuary Program. 
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Maximo Upland Borrow Pit 
PARCEL SIZE (acres): 7-10 PROJECT SIZE (acres): 7-10 
SUBMERGED LAND OWNER: unknown COUNTY: Pinellas 
LOCATION: Maximo, between Pinellas Point Dr., 31 st Street, and 1-275 
COOPERATOR CONTACT I PH. #: new site, City of St. Petersburg, SWFWMD-
SWIM 
Site Conditions: 
--NATURAL--
Fringing forest 
--DISTURBED--
Borrow Pit 
Residential Development 
Restoration Potential: 
%Coverage 
5 
%Coverage 
50 
45 
Approx. acreage 
1 
Approx. acreage 
10 
8 
1) Proximity to Fill Material: No close source, may require trucking to site 
2) Freshwater Input: Stormwater runoff 
3) Accessibility: Over land through residential areas 
4) Potential Difficulties: Obtaining and delivering fill material; adjacent 
homeowner use conflicts 
Summary: 
A large borrow pit adjacent to the Pinellas County Aquatic Preserve in Boca 
Ciega Bay. The borrow pit potentially could be filled to coastal habitat 
elevations and connected to the Aquatic Preserve to receive and treat upland 
stormwater runoff prior to entering the bay. The borrow pit could also be 
designed to provide oligohaline habitat zones that are established as high 
priority for Tampa Bay by the Tampa Bay Estuary Program. 
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North Shore Beach 
PARCEL SIZE (acres): 30 PROJECT SIZE (acres): 15-20 
SUBMERGED LAND OWNER: City of St. Petersburg/State COUNTY: Pinellas 
LOCATION: East of North Shore Beach, downtown St. Petersburg 
COOPERATOR CONTACT / PH. #: new site, City of St. Petersburg 
Site Conditions: 
--NATURAL--
Seagrass Beds 
Sandy Bottom / Mud 
--DISTU RB ED--
Beach 
Hardened Shoreline 
Restoration Potential: 
%Coverage 
55 
45 
%Coverage 
75 
25 
Approx. acreage 
20 
15 
Approx. acreage 
5 
2-3 
1) Proximity to Fill Material: Close to routine dredging of Vinoy Basin, St. 
Petersburg Municipal Marina &: Bayboro Harbor; all other sources need 
transportation 
2) Freshwater Input: Coffee Pot Bayou at north end; runoff along eastern 
shore a storm drains on eastern shore 
3) Accessibility: Easily accessible by land or water. 
4) Potential Difficulties: Fill material, public concern, protecting adjacent 
seagrass beds 
Summary: 
The recreational beach at North Shore Park in St. Petersburg was created by 
dredging offshore bay bottom sands and using the fill to create the beach and 
portions of the park area. The large offshore dredge hole remains and could 
potentially create a public safety hazard as people wade offshore and into 
rapidly increasing water depth. 
Fill material from maintenance or new dredging in Bayboro Harbor and/or the 
St. Petersburg Channel could be used to fill in the dredge hole offshore of the 
beach. Numerous seagrass flats are adjacent to the dredge hole would also 
benefit by having new shallow water habitats to expand into. 
19 
Shore Acres Dredge Hole 
PARCEL SIZE (acres): 2-4 PROJECT SIZE (acres): 2-3 
SUBMERGED LAND OWNER: State of Florida COUNTY: Pinellas 
LOCATION: East side of Shore Acres, St. Petersburg, South of Venetian Isles 
COOPERATOR CONTACT I PH. #: new site, City of St. Petersburg, SWFWMD-
SWIM 
Site Conditions: 
--NATURAL--
Sandy Bottom 
Seagrass (sparse) 
--DISTURBED--
Shore Acres outside channel 
Restoration Potential: 
%Coverage 
80 
20 
%Coverage 
20 
Approx. acreage 
20-30 
3-5 
Approx. acreage 
5-7 
1) Proximity to Fill Material: may be able to use material from occasional 
local canal dredging; otherwise must bring in. 
2) Freshwater Input: Runoff and numerous finger fill canals Ei: creeks. 
3) Accessibility: Only by water, land routes through private homes or end-of- ' 
street easements. 
4) Potential Difficulties: Maintaining navigable waterway adjacent, obtaining 
homeowner consent! cooperation, use by recreational fishermen 
Summary: 
During construction, waterfront homes fronting Tampa Bay in Shore Acres were 
filled higher than surrounding areas by dredging adjacent bay bottom 
communities and casting the materials behind a seawall. The dredge cuts are 
now used as a small boat channel. 
One area along this northern St. Petersburg neighborhood has a larger dredge 
cut into the seagrass flats that could be recontoured to enhance the submerged 
flat without affecting the small boat channel. Local fishermen use the area in 
the wintertime as fish congregate in deeper holes. Allowances could be made 
for fishermen by allowing a portion of the dredge hole to remain deeper or 
creating a series of mounds that would provide greater edge effect for 
fisheries. 
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North East St. Petersburg Pits 1,2,3,4 
PARCEL SIZE (acres): 5 ea. PROJECT SIZE (acres): 3-5 ea. 
SUBMERGED LAND OWNER: City of St. Petersburg COUNTY: Pinellas 
LOCATION: East of 1st street, between 45th and 78th Avenue North 
COOPERATOR CONTACT I PH. #: City of St. Petersburg, SWFWMD-SWIM 
Site Conditions: 
--NATURAL--
Mangrove Forests 
Sandy Bottom Tidal Flats 
--DISTURBED--
Residential Housing 8: Roads 
Restoration Potential: 
%Coverage 
50 
25 
%Coverage 
unknown 
Approx. acreage 
5-10 acres ea. 
20 total 
Approx. acreage 
100 + 
1) Proximity to Fill Material: Some available from navigable water way and 
canal dredging, Bayboro Harbor dredging 
2) Freshwater Input: Numerous creeks and stormwater runoff and drainage 
3) Accessibility: All sites accessible from city lands, residential developments, 
or by water 
4) Potential Difficulties: Quantities of fill needed; maintaining current 
restoration plan integrity; homeowner use conflicts 
Summary 
Several large tidal borrow pits adjacent to the Pinellas County Aquatic Preserve 
in Northeast St. Petersburg were excavated to provide fill for Mangrove Bay 
Golf Course, a large mobile home park and adjacent residential areas. Several 
small scale restoration projects have been started in several areas, including 
using excavated fill from a marsh restoration project to partially fill one tidal 
pit and recontouring a portion of the golf course shoreline. 
The borrow pits potentially could be filled to coastal habitat elevations to 
create marsh platforms and potentially seagrass flats. The restored areas 
would also provide better opportunities to treat upland stormwater runoff prior 
to entering the bay. 
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About Tampa BayWatch, Inc. 
Mission: 
Tampa BayWatch, Inc., an adopted 501 (c)(3) organization, is a non-profit 
environmental stewardship program for the Tampa Bay estuary, devoted 
exclusively to the scientific and charitable purpose of monitoring, restoring, 
and protecting the marine and wetland environments of the bay. Incorporated 
in 1993, Tampa BayWatch, Inc. performs habitat restoration and protection 
activities throughout the year. Tampa BayWatch's projects rely heavily on the 
efforts of community volunteers, and the involvement of various youth groups, 
including in-school programs for high school and middle school students, inner 
city youth groups, and summer college and high school student interns. 
Involving our youth in this effort to restore and protect Tampa Bay builds long-
term results while mobilizing the community around our mission. 
Accomplishments: 
Over the past seven years, Tampa BayWatch, Inc. has: 
• Established a nationally acclaimed and award-winning high school wetland 
nursery program to promote student involvement in regional habitat 
restoration initiatives. Eleven schools, in Hillsborough and Pinellas Counties, 
participate in the program. 
• Designed and constructed the nation's first-ever compressed natural gas 
powered outboard catamaran boat, which was christened by the 
administrator for the US Environmental Protection Agency and is now in service 
as Tampa BayWatch's flagship monitoring vessel. 
• Coordinated an annual Storm Drain Marking Program to mark area storm drains 
with a reminder and warning that pollutants and hazardous materials dumped 
into these drains goes directly to our bay. This effort, over the last 7 years, 
has involved 1,300 community, youth, and student volunteers, and has 
resulted in the marking of 9,717 storm drains throughout the Tampa Bay area. 
• Coordinated more than 10,000 community volunteers, including student and 
inner city youth groups, who have: 
./ planted 343,000 salt marsh grasses in habitat restoration projects, 
restoring about 60 acres of new coastal tidal marsh, 
./ constructed 49 seagrass restoration plots in Hillsborough Bay and upper 
Tampa Bay, 
./ cleared more than 60 colonial bird nesting islands of deadly 
monofilament fishing line on an annual basiS, and, 
./ removed more than 30 tons of marine debris from the bay's shorelines. 
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Goals: 
• Facilitate continued restoration of Tampa Bay to include the recovery 
of 5,000 new acres of seagrass and 500 new acres of tidal marsh over 
the next ten years. 
• Further develop our dedicated group of committed volunteers to 
support the restoration efforts of Tampa BayWatch. 
• Construct a marine station and educational institution on the shores 
of Tampa Bay in which to carry out our restoration and youth 
education activities. 
For more information on Tampa BayWatch program activities, feel free to 
contact us at: 
Tampa BayWatch, Inc. 
8401 9th Street North 
Suite 230 - B 
St. Petersburg, FL 33702 
Tele: 727-896-5320 
Fax: 727-896-5325 
www. tampabaywatch .org 
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